Jesus Like Melchizedek - Hebrews 7:11-28

Topics

Atonement, Blessing, Comparisons, Eternal Life, Greatness,
Heritage, Inadequacy, Mediator, Messiah, New Covenant,
Perfect, Prayer

Open It Questions
A. When might a person want to be represented by a lawyer?
Why?

B. What is something that you have replaced or gotten rid of
recently?

C. What is one regular task or chore that you hate doing?

Explore It Questions
1.  Why did a new priest from the order of Melchizedek come
along to replace the order of Aaron? (7:11-13)



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A11-28
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Atonement&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Blessing&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Comparisons&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Eternal%20Life&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Greatness&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Heritage&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Inadequacy&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Mediator&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Messiah&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=New%20Covenant&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Perfect&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Prayer&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A11

What does a new priesthood require? (7:12)

What made Jesus unique as a member of His tribe?
(7:13-14)

From what tribe did Jesus Christ come? (7:13-14) How is
this significant?

What connection did Jesus’ tribe have to the Jewish
priesthood? (7:14)

On what basis did Christ become a priest? (7:15-17)



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A12
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A13-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A13-14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A15-16

7.  Why is the new covenant superior to the old covenant of
law? (7:18-19)

8.  Why did God take an oath concerning the priesthood of
Jesus? (7:20-22)

9. How is Jesus unique among the priests who represented
Israel before God? (7:23-25)

10. What does Jesus do for those who come to God through
Him? How? (7:25)

11. What is Jesus, our high priest, like? (7:26-27)



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A18-19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A23-25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A26-27

12. What did the Levitical priests have to do before they
offered sacrifices for the sins of the people? (7:27)

13. How did Jesus perform His function as high priest when he
was on earth? (7:27)

14. How was the appointment of Jesus as our High Priest
different than the appointment of the earthly High Priests?
(7:28)

Get It Questions
15. How does it make you feel to know that Jesus is praying for
you at this very moment?

16. What does this passage say to people who feel the need for
a human priest?



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A27
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A27

17. What role does the law of God play in making us right
before God or giving us the power to live for God?

18. What comfort can we find in Jesus’ role as our high priest?

19. What could you say to someone who says, "I don’t see
what Christ accomplished by dying on the cross"?

20. How is the resurrection of Christ important?

21. In what way can Christ’s priesthood give us confidence to

draw near to God?




Apply It Questions
22. How can you make a special effort each day this next week
to draw near to God?

23. For whom will you pray every day this week?

24. How can you honor Christ as your high priest in your
prayer throughout the coming week?

Adult Questions for LessonMaker.
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A. When might a person want to be
represented by a lawyer? Why?

OPEN IT QUESTIONS
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B. What 1s something that you have
replaced or gotten rid of recently?

OPEN IT QUESTIONS




Hebrews 7:11-28
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C. What 1s one regular task or chore
that you hate doing?

OPEN IT QUESTIONS
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INTRODUCTION

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

Centuries after Melchizedek, the psalmist predicted
that the Messiah would be a priest in the order of
Melchizedek (Psalm 110:4). More than one thousand
years later, the author of Hebrews quoted the
psalmist. Melchizedek was not the final priest.
Neither was Aaron. Christ became the perfect, final
priest. He 1s the one who allows us to follow him as
he enters God’s presence.



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Ps+110%3A4

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

SCRIPTURE (NLT)




Hebrews 7:11-28

SCRIPTURE (NLT)

11-14

7

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

11'So if the priesthood of Levi, on which the law was based,
could have achieved the perfection God intended, why did
God need to establish a different priesthood, with a priest in
the order of Melchizedek instead of the order of Levi and
Aaron? * And if the priesthood is changed, the law must
also be changed to permit it. 13 For the priest we are talking
about belongs to a different tribe, whose members have
never served at the altar as priests. 14 What I mean is, our
Lord came from the tribe of Judah, and Moses never
mentioned priests coming from that tribe.



Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

SCRIPTURE (NLT)

15-19

7

15This change has been made very clear since a different
priest, who is like Melchizedek, has appeared. 1° Jesus
became a priest, not by meeting the physical requirement of
belonging to the tribe of Levi, but by the power of a life that
cannot be destroyed. 17 And the psalmist pointed this out
when he prophesied, “You are a priest forever in the order
of Melchizedek.” 13 Yes, the old requirement about the
priesthood was set aside because 1t was weak and useless.

19 For the law never made anything perfect. But now we
have confidence 1n a better hope, through which we draw
near to God.



Hebrews 7:11-28

SCRIPTURE (NLT)

20-25

7

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

20 This new system was established with a solemn oath.
Aaron’s descendants became priests without such an

oath, ! but there was an oath regarding Jesus. For God said to
him, “The LORD has taken an oath and will not break his vow:
“You are a priest forever.”” 22 Because of this oath, Jesus is the
one who guarantees this better covenant with God. 23 There
were many priests under the old system, for death prevented
them from remaining in office. 24 But because Jesus lives
forever, his priesthood lasts forever. > Therefore he is able,
once and forever, to save those who come to God through
him. He lives forever to intercede with God on their behalf.



Hebrews 7:11-28

SCRIPTURE (NLT)
7:26-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

26 He is the kind of high priest we need because he is holy
and blameless, unstained by sin. He has been set apart from
sinners and has been given the highest place of honor 1n
heaven. 27 Unlike those other high priests, he does not need
to offer sacrifices every day. They did this for their own sins
first and then for the sins of the people. But Jesus did this
once for all when he offered himself as the sacrifice for the
people’s sins. 28 The law appointed high priests who were
limited by human weakness. But after the law was given,
God appointed his Son with an oath, and his Son has been
made the perfect High Priest forever.
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LESSON OUTLINE

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

I. Jesus’ Perfect Priesthood transcends the earthly
priesthood

II.  Jesus’s Perfect Priesthood transcends requirements of
the earthly priesthood

III. Jesus’ Perfect Priesthood transcends the old covenant
earthly priesthood

IV. Jesus’s Perfect Priesthood transcends sacrifices of the
earthly priesthood
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Jesus’ Perfect Priesthood transcends

the earthly priesthood (7:11-14)

EXPLORING THE TEXT




EXPLORING THE TEXT

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

1. Why did a new priest from the order of Melchizedek
come along to replace the order of Aaron? (7:11-13)

11'So if the priesthood of Levi, on which the law was based,
could have achieved the perfection God intended, why did
God need to establish a different priesthood, with a priest in
the order of Melchizedek instead of the order of Levi and
Aaron? 12 And if the priesthood is changed, the law must also
be changed to permit it. 13 For the priest we are talking about
belongs to a different tribe, whose members have never
served at the altar as priests.


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A11

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

2. What does a new priesthood require? (7:12)

12 And if the priesthood is changed, the law must also
be changed to permit it.

EXPLORING THE TEXT



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A12

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

3. What made Jesus unique as a member of His
tribe? (7:13-14)

13 For the priest we are talking about belongs to a
different tribe, whose members have never served
at the altar as priests.

14 What [ mean is, our Lord came from the tribe of
Judah, and Moses never mentioned priests coming
from that tribe.

EXPLORING THE TEXT



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A13-14

EXPLORING THE TEXT

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

4. From what tribe did Jesus Christ come? (7:13-14)
How is this significant?

13 For the priest we are talking about belongs to a
different tribe, whose members have never served
at the altar as priests.

14 What [ mean is, our Lord came from the tribe of
Judah, and Moses never mentioned priests coming
from that tribe.


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A13-14

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

5. What connection did Jesus’ tribe have to the
Jewish priesthood? (7:14)

14 What [ mean is, our Lord came from the tribe of
Judah, and Moses never mentioned priests coming
from that tribe.

EXPLORING THE TEXT
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Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

II. Jesus’s Perfect Priesthood transcends

requirements of the earthly
priesthood (7:15-19).

EXPLORING THE TEXT




EXPLORING THE TEXT

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

6. On what basis did Christ become a priest?
(7:15-17)

153 This change has been made very clear since a different priest,
who is like Melchizedek, has appeared. 1¢ Jesus became a
priest, not by meeting the physical requirement of belonging to
the tribe of Levi, but by the power of a life that cannot be
destroyed. 17 And the psalmist pointed this out when he

prophesied, “You are a priest forever in the order of
Melchizedek.”


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A15-16

EXPLORING THE TEXT

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

7. Why is the new covenant superior to the old
covenant of law? (7:18-19)

13'Yes, the old requirement about the priesthood was set
aside because 1t was weak and useless.

9 For the law never made anything perfect. But now we
have confidence 1n a better hope, through which we
draw near to God.


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A18-19

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

III. Jesus’ Perfect Priesthood transcends

the old covenant earthly priesthood
(7:20-25).

EXPLORING THE TEXT




EXPLORING THE TEXT

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

8. Why did God take an oath concerning the
priesthood of Jesus? (7:20-22)

20 This new system was established with a solemn
oath. Aaron’s descendants became priests without
such an oath, 2! but there was an oath regarding
Jesus. For God said to him, “The LORD has taken
an oath and will not break his vow: ‘You are a
priest forever.’” 22 Because of this oath, Jesus is the
one who guarantees this better covenant with God.



EXPLORING THE TEXT

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

9. How is Jesus unique among the priests who
represented Israel before God? (7:23-25)

23 There were many priests under the old system, for
death prevented them from remaining in

office. 24 But because Jesus |
priesthood lasts forever. 2T

1ves forever, his
nerefore he 1s able, once

and forever, to save those who come to God through

him. He lives forever to inte
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rcede with God on their


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A23-25

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

10.What does Jesus do for those who come to God
through Him? How? (7:25)

2STherefore he is able, once and forever, to
save those who come to God through him. He lives
forever to intercede with God on their behalf.

EXPLORING THE TEXT



http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A25

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

IV. Jesus’s Perfect Priesthood transcends

sacrifices of the earthly priesthood
(7:26-28).

EXPLORING THE TEXT




EXPLORING THE TEXT

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

11. What s Jesus, our high priest, like? (7:26-27)

26 He is the kind of high priest we need because he is holy
and blameless, unstained by sin. He has been set apart from
sinners and has been given the highest place of honor 1n
heaven. 27 Unlike those other high priests, he does not need
to offer sacrifices every day. They did this for their own
sins first and then for the sins of the people. But Jesus did
this once for all when he offered himself as the sacrifice for
the people’s sins.


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A26-27

EXPLORING THE TEXT

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

12.  What did the Levitical priests have to do before
they offered sacrifices for the sins of the people?
(7:27)

27 Unlike those other high priests, he does not need to
offer sacrifices every day. They did this for their own sins
first and then for the sins of the people. But Jesus did this
once for all when he offered himself as the sacrifice for
the people’s sins.


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A27

EXPLORING THE TEXT

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

13. How did Jesus perform His function as high
priest when he was on earth? (7:27)

27 Unlike those other high priests, he does not need to
offer sacrifices every day. They did this for their own sins
first and then for the sins of the people. But Jesus did this
once for all when he offered himself as the sacrifice for
the people’s sins.


http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Heb+7%3A27

EXPLORING THE TEXT

Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

14. How was the appointment of Jesus as our High
Priest different than the appointment of the
earthly High Priests? (7:28)

28 The law appointed high priests who were
limited by human weakness. But after the law was
given, God appointed his Son with an oath, and
his Son has been made the perfect High Priest
forever.



Hebrews 7:11-28

“Jesus Like Melchizedek”

Get It Questions
#135 to #21

Apply It Questions
#22 to #24

(See Handout)
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